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	March 2, 2009
Honorable Michael R. Bloomberg

Mayor, City of New York

City Hall

New York, NY  10007

Dear Mayor Bloomberg,

I am writing to you as President of the Astoria Homeowners Tenants & Business Civic Association. In addition, I am also a member of Community Board One, Tenement Democratic Club, Astoria Civic Association, Dutch Kill Association, United Civic Association, Famee Furlane of N.A.M. Club, Holy Name Association, the 114th Precinct Council, Orsogna Mutual Aid Society, New Orsogna Athletic Club, Kiwanis Club and the Fratellanza Italiana D’America Club (FIDA). As you can see, I am a very active member of the community. 
I am sure you are aware that Long Island City and Astoria is continuously growing with high rise buildings, rentals and condominiums. This is virtually eliminating much of our open space and increasing congestion and pollution here in western Queens. Our community is already burdened with Riker's Island, LaGuardia Airport, Steinway Industrial Park, the Con Edison facilities and many electric generating power stations. All this is making our community one of the most polluted areas in the city, state and country. 

Following the efforts of our Association and together with community support we were able to stop Con Edison in the sale of 23 acres of land on 20th Avenue and 31st Street for use as a major distribution center for FedEx. This land is the only open space remaining in this community and should remain open to offset all the pollution we have in this community. 
I and the members of my Association are very proud of your accomplishments for this great city and your goals for the future of our city. With your leadership, this diversified city with so many ethnic groups is one of the safest cities in the country. We praise your understanding, support and good will towards worthy causes in the past and we now need your help for our community. We ask that you do everything possible to help us keep this property open and turn it into a public park which all the community can benefit from. In addition, this area is the only access point to the water.
We would like a response from you to let the community know how this dream of ours can be made possible. Maybe with your input and influence you can get Con Edison to donate the land to be turned into a park for our community much like Keyspan did for the community in Maspeth. If you have any questions or would like to further discuss this matter with me, please do not hesitate to call me. 
We anxiously await your reply. Thank you for your attention, understanding and good will.

Sincerely,

Rudy Sarchese

President

	
	
	


