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	April 14, 2009

Kevin Burke
President & CEO

Consolidated Edison

4 Irving Place

New York, NY  10003

Re: Con Edison Land 20th Avenue between 31st St. to 38th St., Astoria

Dear Mr. Burke:

We would first like to thank you for the many years that Con Edison has graciously allowed our community the use of its open land for our youth which we have been using as soccer and baseball fields.

These fields have been closed off for use since the beginning of March 2009. We were told by Con Edison representatives that they were conducting tests due to the possible contamination of these fields. As of today, over 500 youth of our community still cannot use the fields that they have been using for over 50 years. This is a major loss for our youth, they are in desperate need of this space, and it is very valuable to them.
We are not being informed of what is going on. Please let us know if this field is contaminated, and if so, what kind of contamination, when was it contaminated and what is being done about it.
In addition, we are still very much interested in converting the entire parcel of land into a park to help offset all the pollution in our community from the many power plants, Riker’s Island, LaGuardia Airport and other facilities whose presence and operations have had a significant effect on limiting green space for our local residents. Besides improving the local environment immeasurably, Con Edison’s agreeing to convert this land into a park would help restore the public’s confidence in your company and reverse all the negativity created from the wake of the severe and lengthy 2006 blackout. If you recall, Keyspan sold a parcel of its land to the City for $1 so that the Maspeth community could make a park. Why not do the same for our community?
We would like a resolution to the matter of the possible contamination at the fields and we hope you will consider our proposal for a park. We anxiously await your reply on both matters.
Very truly yours,

Rodolfo Sarchese

President

cc:     Mayor Michael Bloomberg

          Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney

          Senator George Onorato

          Assemblyman Michael Gianaris

          Council Member Peter Vallone Jr.

          Queens Borough President Helen Marshall



	
	
	


