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	PRESS RELEASE - CON EDISON / FED EX DEAL IS OFF

December 4, 2008
When the Association first found out in January of 2008 at the Cabinet meeting of Community Board One chaired by Mr. George Delis that Con Edison was planning on selling 21 acres of its land to Steel Equities who would in turn lease to FedEx for use as a major distribution center, we immediately objected and organized opposition to it.

It was our organization – The Astoria Homeowners Tenants & Business Civic Association that spear-headed opposition and protest to this proposed project.  We then formed the Coalition for a Better Astoria, a group consisting of the Astoria Homeowners, Tenants & Business Civic Association, Greenshores NYC, Long Island City Alliance, Democracy for NYC Astoria Linkup, the Queens Independent Living Center, the Astoria and LIC Waterfront Alliance, CHOKE, Greek American Homeowners Association, Eleftheria Pancyprian Youth, Long Island City Rock and the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, all gathered together to protest this project.

After careful review of the Environmental Assessment Statement both by me and professionally by Kyle Wiswall, from Tri-State Transportation, a member of the Coalition for a Better Astoria, we found many items that we were opposed to and did not agree with. The Association and the Coalition wrote letters voicing our opposition and enlisting all to help in our efforts to stop this FedEx major distribution center from going forward in our neighborhood. Among the many letters we wrote were to the NYC Economic Development Corp., NYS Public Service Commission, NYS Attorney General’s office, NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg, to Con Edison, to FedEx, to Steel Equities and to all our local politicians. Our local politicians also wrote letters voicing the community’s opposition to this project to the interested parties.
The Astoria Homeowners & Tenants Business Civic Association together with The Coalition for a Better Astoria organized a rally on September 20th,  2008 at the FedEx/Kinkos store on Steinway Street to oppose the project. At the rally Council Member Peter Vallone, Jr. and Teddy Kasapis representing Senator George Onorato joined us to protest against the FedEx major distribution center. Besides our Association and the organization members that joined the Coalition for a Better Astoria, no other community civic association attended this rally or publicly voiced their opposition to this FedEx major distribution center.

In addition, no other civic association besides the Astoria Homeowners Tenants & Business Civic Association and the organizations making up the Coalition for a Better Astoria were as involved as we were in the opposition of this FedEx major distribution center and did all the work that we did to stop this project from going forward and now some are publicly trying to take the credit for stopping this project. 
I thank all who helped us in stopping this FedEx project from going forward. In unity we can accomplish many things. 

Our vision at this Con Edison property is for it to remain green and if possible develop it into a public park for all to enjoy in the future and to offset all the pollution generated from the many power stations, LaGuardia Airport, Rikers Island, the Industrial Park and other traffic from Con Edison operations.

Sincerely,

Rudy Sarchese, President
    


